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cating themselves to the voluntary service
of others, who create an environment where
families can flourish. Each is a Point of
Light, offering service with no thought of
reward, though the reward will be reaped
by every single American.

And let me be very clear. When I talk
about Points of Light, they are not a sub-
stitute for the good that government can
do, but it’s more this: We will simply not
solve our most pressing problems without
the dedication of those Points of Light, of
those volunteers. And I urge all of you,
when you return to your cities, to do all
in your power to encourage these caring
men and women, to make yours a commu-
nity of light.

In my State of the Union Address, I an-
nounced that we would soon institute a
commission on America’s urban families.
Your executive board or directors or what-
ever group it was—I’ve never been sure
with whom I was dealing, but they were
all big shots, believe me—[laughter]—came
together. And their work will be one result
of my meeting in January with some of your
leaders.

And I have asked Governor Ashcroft of
Missouri, a caring man, Annette Strauss, the
former Mayor of Dallas, a very able woman
who also cares deeply, to lead the commis-
sion and fulfill its mandate: To identify
those government programs, at all levels,
that weaken or strengthen urban families;

to analyze ways to improve private efforts
to strengthen families; and to recommend
new policies to help families in our cities.

I am convinced that we can correct our
mistakes, that we can learn from our failures
and build on our successes. I do not exag-
gerate when I say that the future of America
depends on our efforts. The family is the
irreducible unit of comfort and love. And
from families radiate neighborhoods, from
neighborhoods come towns and cities, and
their health determines the health of our
country, for better or for worse. And like
you, I am committed to making our health
whole and to ensuring that our cities, as
Theodore Parker said, ‘‘remain the fire-
places of America, radiating warmth and
light against the darkness.’’

Thank you all very much for giving me
this opportunity to visit with you today. And
may God bless our great country. Thank you
so much.

Note: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. at
the Washington Hilton Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Glenda E. Hood and
Donald J. Borut, president and executive di-
rector of the National League of Cities; and
Wallace E. Stickney, Director of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. The Exec-
utive order of March 12 establishing the Na-
tional Commission on America’s Urban
Families is listed in Appendix E at the end
of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Nuclear Cooperation With
EURATOM
March 9, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
The United States has been engaged in

nuclear cooperation with the European
Community for many years. This coopera-
tion was initiated under agreements that
were concluded over 3 decades ago between
the United States and the European Atomic
Energy Community (EURATOM) and that
extend until December 31, 1995. Since the
inception of this cooperation, the Commu-
nity has adhered to all its obligations under

those agreements.
The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of

1978 amended the Atomic Energy Act of
1954 to establish new nuclear export criteria,
including a requirement that the United
States has the right to consent to the reproc-
essing of fuel exported from the United
States. Our present agreements for coopera-
tion with EURATOM do not contain such
a right. To avoid disrupting cooperation
with EURATOM, a proviso was in-
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cluded in the law to enable continued co-
operation until March 10, 1980, if
EURATOM agreed to negotiations concern-
ing our cooperation agreements.
EURATOM agreed in 1978 to such negotia-
tions.

The law also provides that nuclear co-
operation with EURATOM can be extended
on an annual basis after March 10, 1980,
upon determination by the President that
failure to cooperate would be seriously prej-
udicial to the achievement of U.S. non-pro-
liferation objectives or otherwise jeopardize
the common defense and security and after
notification to the Congress. President
Carter made such a determination 12 years
ago and signed Executive Order No. 12193,
permitting nuclear cooperation with
EURATOM to continue until March 10,
1981. President Reagan made such deter-
minations in 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985,
1986, 1987, and 1988, and signed Executive
Orders Nos. 12295, 12351, 12409, 12463,
12506, 12554, 12587, and 12629, permitting
nuclear cooperation to continue through
March 10, 1989. I made such determina-
tions in 1989, 1990, and 1991, and signed
Executive Orders Nos. 12670, 12706, and
12753, permitting nuclear cooperation to
continue through March 10, 1992.

In addition to numerous informal con-
tacts, the United States has engaged in fre-
quent talks with EURATOM regarding the
renegotiation of the U.S.-EURATOM
agreements for cooperation. Talks were con-
ducted in November 1978, September 1979,
April 1980, January 1982, November 1983,

March 1984, May, September, and Novem-
ber 1985, April and July 1986, September
1987, September and November 1988, July
and December 1989, February, April, Octo-
ber, and December 1990, and September
1991. Further talks are anticipated this year.

I believe it is essential that cooperation
between the United States and the Commu-
nity continue and, likewise, that we work
closely with our allies to counter the threat
of proliferation of nuclear explosives. Not
only would a disruption of nuclear coopera-
tion with EURATOM eliminate any chance
of progress in our talks with that organiza-
tion related to our agreements, it would also
cause serious problems in our overall rela-
tionships. Accordingly, I have determined
that failure to continue peaceful nuclear co-
operation with EURATOM would be seri-
ously prejudicial to the achievement of U.S.
non-proliferation objectives and would jeop-
ardize the common defense and security of
the United States. I therefore intend to sign
an Executive order to extend the waiver of
the application of the relevant export cri-
terion of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act
for an additional 12 months from March
10, 1992.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the
Senate. The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix E at the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Meeting With Republican Congressional Leaders and
an Exchange With Reporters
March 10, 1992

The President. May I thank everybody for
coming down here. And I want to thank
the Republican Members of both the Sen-
ate and House.

There are two very important legislative
matters on the schedule for this week that
I want to discuss with you all and get your
advice. First, I appreciate your leadership

on both of them, but it looks to us like
the Senate is once again poised to follow
the lead of their House colleagues and raise
taxes again. And the centerpiece of both
these bills is a huge tax increase that will
kill job creation, particularly by small busi-
nesses. And so, there has got to be no mis-
take about this: Raising taxes on the Ameri-
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